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Litter Advisory Board elects Frierson as 

Chairman and Burkett as Vice Chairman  
The Sumter Litter Advi-

sory Board elected the 

Rev. Ernest Frierson to 

serve as Chairman and 

Scott Burkett to serve as 

Vice Chairman. 

At the outset of the 

boardôs Sept. 20, 2021, 

meeting at Patriot Park 

Pavilion, Frierson and 

Burkett were chosen by 

their fellow board mem-

bers to lead the group of 

volunteers in the fight 

against litter in Sumter 

County. 

ñLet me first of all say ï 

this really was unex-

pected,ò Frierson said, 

noting he was humbled 

by the election. 

Chosen to serve as Secretary/Treasurer 

was Beverly Davis. 

Also serving on the board are: Barbara 

Richburg, Russell Brannon, Joe Brown, 

Erika Williams, Chris Hardy, Sandra Ri-

ley, Deputy Joey Rogerson and Capt. Rob-

ert Singleton. 

Serving as Ex-Officio members who ad-

vise but donôt vote are: County Councilman Charles Edens, City 

Councilman Steve Corley, Sumter County Administrator Gary 

Mixon and City Manager Deron McCormick. 

Corley noted he hears ñlots of energy in the communityò regard-

ing positive steps toward combating litter in Sumter. 

ñWe all have to be on this together,ò he said. 

McCormick told the group the City of Sumterôs new vacuum 

truck will soon be deployed to clean well-traveled corridors. 

John Macloskie, Codes 

Director for the City of 

Sumter, reported that 

since Litter Control Of-

ficer Glenn Button start-

ed about a year ago, 

83,000 pounds of trash 

have been picked up off 

the roadsides. 

The next Community 

Clean-Up Day is slated 

for Oct. 16, he said, and 

encouraged everyone to 

spread the word about it. 

A grant from Palmetto 

Pride will be used to pur-

chase cameras to monitor 

high litter areas, he said. 

A program with the Sum-

ter County Sheriffôs Of-

fice will see deputies writing warning tick-

ets for people bringing trailered trash to the 

landfills without a proper tarp cover. Tarps 

will be given out for free, he said. 

ñWe think thatôs a high percentage of the 

volume of litter, which is blown out the 

back of trucks,ò he said. 

Talks are ongoing with Contintental Tire to 

institute a buy-back program, he said. Pal-

metto Pride and the Columbia Marionette Theater have a pro-

gram to combat litter and theyôre trying to get that in the schools, 

he said. Radio ads have been airing during football games to re-

mind people to pick up litter and litter awareness booths have 

been set up at community events. 

Signs on Codes Enforcement vehicles are being used to get peo-

ple in the habit of reporting litter, he said.  

Burkett raised the idea of switching over a Sumter Litter Alliance 
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Geddings settling into new 

role in Clerk of Courtôs Office  
Pretty soon, Kim Geddings will mark 28 years of service with 

Sumter County Government with a new job title. 

She was named as Chief Deputy Clerk in early August by Clerk 

of Court Jamie Campbell, following the retirement of Donna 

Griffin. 

ñBecause of Kimôs knowledge, skillset and experience, she was 

able to transition seamlessly into her new role,ò Campbell said. 

ñShe worked closely with Donna Griffin for a number of years so 

sheôs a good fit for this job.ò 

Just before Griffin retired, longtime Clerk of Court employee 

Lillie Britt also stepped down after a stellar career. 

ñIt was tough to lose that much institutional knowledge, but 

weôve added Kimberly McLeod from Family Court and Vanessa 

Wilson from DSS and theyôve stepped up to fill the void,ò Camp-

bell said. ñIôm proud of this team.ò 

When Geddings first came aboard with the County, she was 

working the front counter of the office in the historic Sumter 

County Courthouse and O.V. Player was the Clerk of Court. 

ñIn those days, I was just kind of the catch-all for everything that 

came into the Clerkôs office,ò she said. ñI started as a deputy 

clerk.ò 

She also recalls how payments were entered into ledgers.  

ñNow thereôs electronic filing but we were paper heavy then,ò 

she said. ñThe evolution of technology and how it has helped our 

efficiency has been amazing.ò 

She said sheôs humbled by the promotion and has enjoyed the 

new challenges of the job. 

ñThereôs a lot of moving parts in the Clerk of Courtôs Office and 
I appreciate the trust Jamie has in me to manage personnel and 

payroll,ò she said. ñIôll just keep working hard to keep our office 
running as smooth as possible.ò 
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Facebook page he established five years 

ago to represent the newly formed board. 

After discussion about social media and 

publicizing events such as the Community 

Clean Up Day slated for Oct. 16, Rev. Fri-

erson that topic should be on the agenda 

for the next meeting. 

He said he hopes the northeast corridor of 

the county isnôt overlooked in general 

terms. 

ñOne of things Iôm concerned about it is ï 

we show a unified front,ò he said. 

Councilman Edens offered the view that 

the formation of subcommittees would be a 

key step moving forward. 

Mixon, the county administrator, lauded 

the Cityôs litter program and said the County is working to imple-

ment its program. Both entities will work together, he said, to 

take on litter issues. 

Sumter County Director of Public Works Karen Hyatt said a Lit-

ter Officer and Litter Operator have been hired and a few more 

positions have yet to be filled, but should be staffed by the end of 

October. 

The Litter Rake and a tractor are in and a dump truck and trailer 

have been ordered. 

ñHopefully by October-November weôll be up and rolling,ò she 

said.  

Hyatt raised the idea of creating a Sumter Litter logo or emblem 

for equipment dedicated to that task. 

The next Community Clean Up Day is slated for Oct. 16, 2021. 

¢ƘŜ {ǳƳǘŜǊ [ƛǧŜǊ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǧŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

ARPA Community Grant Program 

applications accepted until Oct. 22 
Sumter Countyôs Community Grant Program is now underway. 

Applications for grants up to $15,000 under the American Rescue 

Plan Act of 2021 are now being received by Sumter County Gov-

ernment. The application is available on 

www.sumtercountysc.org under the SUMTER NEWS section. 

Members of Sumter County Council heard from Assistant Ad-

ministrator Lorraine Dennis and Finance Director Uvette Pope-

Rogers at a Special Meeting before the Sept. 14, 2021, Council 

meeting. 

County Council Chairman James T. McCain Jr. said the ARPA 

funds will go to good use in Sumter County. 

ñThe first round of ARPA expenditures will greatly support our 

first responders along with critical County Government functions 

such as Information Technology and our new Litter Control pro-

gram,ò he said. ñBut we have also had a lot of conversations 

about how to help residents of our rural areas and with these 

grants, rural residents, non-profits and our faith-based entities 

will see help.ò 

Sumter County Administrator Gary Mixon said the grant process 

has a nearly month-long period for applications to be completed 

and the process of awarding grants will begin on Nov. 19, 2021. 


