
Minutes 
Sumter County Council 

Regular Meeting 
May 12, 2009  Held at 6:00 p.m. 

County Administration Building County Council Chambers 
13 E. Canal Street, Sumter, SC 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
1. Chairman Vivian Fleming McGhaney, Council District #5 
2. Vice Chairman Eugene Baten, Council District #7 
3. Councilman Artie Baker, Council District #2 
4. Councilman Larry Blanding, Council District #6 
5. Councilman Jimmy Byrd , Council District #3 
6. Councilman Charles T. Edens, Council District #4 
7. Councilwoman Naomi D. Sanders, Council District #1 

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 
William T. Noonan, County Administrator Mary W. Blanding, Clerk To County Council 
Lorraine Dennis, Deputy Administrator/HR Gary Mixon, Deputy Administrator 
Keysa Rogers, Budget Analyst Pam Craven, Finance Director 

MEDIA PRESENT: 
The Item Newspaper 

THE PUBLIC PRESENT: 
Approximately eight members of the public were in attendance. 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairwoman Vivian Fleming McGhaney called Sumter County Council’s 
meeting of May 12, 2009, to order. 

INVOCATION: The Chairwoman, Vivian Fleming McGhaney, gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: All in attendance repeated the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Chairwoman McGhaney stated that she would entertain a motion 
to approve the May 12, 2009, agenda with any additions, deletions, or as printed. 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Baker, seconded by Councilman Byrd, 
and unanimously carried by Council to approve the May 12, 2009, agenda as prepared 
by the Clerk. 

ACTION ON REGULAR AND BUDGET MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 28, 2009, AND 
MAY 5, 2009: Chairwoman McGhaney stated that she would entertain a motion to approve the 
regular meeting minutes and budget meeting minutes of County Council held on April 28, 2009, 
and May 5, 2009, respectively. The Clerk informed Council that she has a change for the 
minutes held on May 5, 2009.  She asked Council to delete section (2).3 Restructure Retirees 
Employment, which indicated that the retirees would be required to take 13 days of furlough 
during the 20092010 fiscal year.  It was noted during the budget meeting of May 12, 2009, that 
the retirees will be required to take a 5% salary reduction for the 20092010 fiscal year.
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ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Baker, seconded by Councilman Byrd, 
and unanimously carried by Council to approve the April 28, 2009, minutes of Council’s 
regular meeting as presented and to approve the May 5, 2009, minutes of Council’s 
budget meeting as amended by the Clerk. 

LAND USE MATTERS AND REZONING REQUESTS – None 
Planned Development/Rezoning Request – 

Street Name Change – None 

Grant Awards – 

OTHER PUBLIC HEARINGS  

(1) 09683  An Ordinance Authorizing The Transfer Of In A Portion Of Lynette Drive To 
Sumter Transport Company Of Ordinance – Abandon Through Traffic on Lynette Drive. 
(Council May Decide To Take Action On Third Reading Immediately After The Public Hearing Or During 
Old Business.) 

Prior to public hearing, the County Administrator briefed Council on the purpose of the 
ordinance asking that this property be transferred to Sumter Transport Company.  After 
the Administrator’s briefing, the Chairwoman convened a public hearing on this matter. 
She asked if anyone wished to speak in favor of or opposition to this proposed ordinance. 
No one spoke to this issue; therefore, the Chairwoman closed the public hearing and 
Council took action on third reading as listed under Old Business. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

(1) 09684 – First Reading  An Ordinance Adopting And Enacting A New Code For The 
County Of Sumter, South Carolina; Providing For The Repeal Of Certain Ordinances Not 
Included Therein; Providing A Penalty For The Violation Thereof; Providing For The 
Manner Of Amending Such Code; And Providing When Such Code And This Ordinance 
Shall Become Effective. 

The Administrator presented this proposed ordinance to Council for first reading approval. 
He stated that the Clerk to Council and the County Attorney have been working on 
recodification of the County’s ordinances.  Along with this process is an overall ordinance 
which will approve the entire book which is before Council.  Once the ordinance is 
approved, a copy of the book will be provided to all department heads and Council 
members.  Also, the recodification agency, Municipal Codes, will develop a web connection 
to allow the public to access these ordinances online. 

After the presentation from the Administrator, Council took action on first reading. 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Baker, seconded by Councilwoman 
Sanders, and unanimously carried by Council to grant first reading of the proposed 
ordinance as presented.
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(2) 09685  First Reading – An Ordinance To Provide For A Levy Of Taxes For County 
Purposes Of Sumter County, S. C., (Known As The Budget Ordinance) For The Fiscal Year 
Of Said County Beginning July 1, 2009, To Direct The Expenditures Of Said Taxes And 
Other Funds Of Said County, And To Provide For Other Matters Related Thereto. 

The County Administrator, William T. Noonan, stated that this is an ordinance known as 
the County 20092010 budget ordinance.  This particular ordinance will include additional 
information concerning adjustments to existing ordinance for budgetary purposes. He 
further stated that for first reading, the Administrator made the follow statements: 

April 28, 2009, expenditures of $47,465,744 with projected revenues of $43,536,256. As of 
today; during the budget workshop, Council discussed the transition from application of 
millage to homes and businesses and change the concept for the operation of the landfill to 
fee plus millage. If Council agrees to change the funding for operation of the landfill, then 
the County would move from the Landfill and Recycling line item General Fund and 
transfer $4,234,203.  Then, if the landfill revenues are removed from the General Fund that 
would be $1,672,500, then if the General Fund mill is reduced by 10.1 mills, then it would 
equate to $2,557,320.  If all of these things are done including, implementing a Technology 
Fee, and securing funds from the Infrastructure Account and Capital Improvement 
Account; the County would then have a balanced budget of $43,231,541, and Revenues of 
$39,306,436. 

1. Share in the cost of billing and collecting taxes for municipalities (City of Sumter, 
Mayesville, and Pinewood) this will generate revenue of $233,200.  The purpose in 
this would be to fund the actual process of billing and collecting of the 
municipalities. 

2. Postpone OPEP Payment.  This would reduce expenditures by $500,000. 
3. Department Savings equaling $270,521. 
4. Restructure Retiree Employment Agreement  $50,000. 
5. Reduce the Greenhouse Transfer Fee from the General Fund to another means of 

funding which would eliminate an expense of $97,521. 
6. Reduction in Discretionary Funding  $39,244. 
7. Redistribute Health Care Cost to Employees  $203,750 
8. Reduce Patriot Hall’s operating with 20% of Hospitality Funds  $78,000 
9. Solicitor’s Transfer (No C.O.L.A.)  $15,556 
10. Recreational Rent  $50,000 – Christ Center Church 
11. Use of Authorized Reserve  $341,159 (which will leave the County at a 12%cap). 
12. Lease Payments moved to Capital Improvement Funds reduced expenditures  

$600,000 
13. Use of the Infrastructure Fund – Transfer to General Fund  $915,754 (New Funds) 
14. Reduce Matching Grants Transfer  $24,000 
15. Millage Increase – 2 mills – (add two mills) – revenue of $506,400. 
Total Adjustments  $1,878,592  Revenues $2,046,513. 

Mr. Noonan stated that Council also agreed to delete Sumter Vision ($20,000), Legislative 
Day ($1,500), increase funding to Central Alliance $18,000, and maintain the Lobbyist at its 
current funding.
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The following were recommended: 
1. Reduce the landfill mills by 10.1 mills. 
2. Use three of the reduced mills to a Special Waste Fund 
3. Add two mills to the General Fund 
4. This would net a reduction of 5.1 mills to the taxpayers. 
5. Plus all other recommended adjustments as listed above. 

The Administrator stated that as a first reading, the balanced budget with adjustments 
would be $41,349,449. 

NOTE: No furlough days for regular employees. 

Also included in the budget for first reading is a Technology Fee of $1.50 per tax bill; 
however, if Council does not want the Technology Fee in the Budget Ordinance, then a 
separate ordinance needs to be prepared for the Technology Fee to be implemented. Mrs. 
Craven also stated that it was proposed that the Technology fee would be in a separate 
fund and not in the general fund.  This way, if the Technology Fee is in a separate fund, it 
would be a clearer trail to track the funds. 

After all comments, Council took the following actions. 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Edens, seconded by Councilman Byrd 
to approve first reading with the Technology Fee in the budget; minus one of the 
proposed two mills. This motion was withdrawn. 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Edens, seconded by Councilman Baker 
to enact a technology fee at a figure of $1.50 in a separate fund – This motion was also 
withdrawn. 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Edens, seconded by Councilman Byrd 
to grant first reading to ordinance 09685 the 20092010 budget, minus one mill. The 
motion was unanimously carried. 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Edens, seconded by Councilman 
Baker, and unanimously carried by Council to enact a Technology Fee at a cost of 
$1.50 per tax bill. 

NOTE: The Greenhouse will be discussed later in reference to additional funds for 
funding this line item – Recovery Funds through JAG funding.  If other alternate funds 
cannot be obtained, Vice Chairman Baten wants Council to review the needs of the 
Greenhouse in the County’s budget. 

(3) It May Be Necessary To Hold An Executive Session To Discuss A Personnel Matter, Receive 
A Legal Briefing, Or Discuss A Contractual Matter And Appropriate Actions May Be 
Required And Taken Thereafter. 

No executive session was held.
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OLD BUSINESS: 

(1) 09683  Third Reading  An Ordinance Authorizing The Transfer Of In A Portion Of 
Lynette Drive To Sumter Transport Company Of Ordinance – Abandon Through Traffic on 
Lynette Drive. 

The County Administrator, William T. Noonan, presented this proposed ordinance to 
Council for third reading approval. This property is shown on Sumter County Auditor’s 
Tax Map Sheet #208 and it extends from Cockerill Road (Road S43645) northwesterly to 
the CSX Railroad where it ends.   It has been determined in regard to this portion of Lynette 
Drive that there is little use thereof by the general public and that the persons traveling to 
and from this property situated on the Lynette Drive have adequate access to and from this 
property without using the portion of Lynette Drive. 

After the public hearing, Council took action on third reading. 

ACTION:  MOTION was made by Councilman Edens, seconded by Councilman Byrd, 
and unanimously carried by Council to grant third reading and adoption of this 
ordinance as presented. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

(1) Internal Affairs Committee Meeting Held On Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at At 12:00 P.M. In 
County Council’s Conference Room At The County Administration Building – 
(Committee Members – Byrd, Blanding, and Sanders). 

This Committee meeting was cancelled and rescheduled for May 26, 2009. 

(2) Budget Workshop Held On Tuesday, May 12, 2009, at At 4:00 P.M. In County Council’s 
Conference Room At The County Administration Building  All Council Members Are 
To Attend. 

Information from this meeting is listed under New Business  09685  First Reading. 

(3) Fiscal, Tax, and Property Committee Meeting Held On Tuesday, May 12, 2009, At 5:00 
P.M. In County Council’s Conference Room At The County Administration Building 
(McGhaney, Blanding, and Edens) All Council Members Are Urged To Attend. 

The Chairwoman of the Committee, Chairwoman McGhaney, stated that there was a Fiscal, 
Tax, and Property Committee meeting held today; however, there are no actions to be 
taken from the meeting. 

(4) Report From Council Members On Other Meetings, Trainings, and/or Conferences. 

♦ Councilman Blanding, Chairman of the Military Affairs Committee of Sumter County 
Council, stated that he and Chairwoman McGhaney attended a Change of Command 
Ceremony at the Third Army at Fort McPherson, Georgia.  He added that they were
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privileged to meet with General George W. Casey, Jr., Chief of Staff of the United States 
Army, General Norton A. Schwartz, Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force; 
General David H. Petraeus, Commander of the United States Central Command, and 
General Ann E. Dunwoody, Commander of the United States Army Material Command; 
and General Charles C. Campbell. 

Lieutenant General James Lovelace retired, and Lieutenant General William G. Webster 
is the new Commander. Councilman Blanding stated that Lt. Gen. Webster is looking 
forward to transiting the Third Army to Sumter, and he will be coming to Sumter soon 
to review the community where the Third Army will be moving. 

Also, Councilman Blanding represented Sumter County Council at the National Day of 
Prayer on May 7, 2009.  He brought a copy of the prayer for Chairwoman McGhaney. 

♦ INTODUCTION: The Clerk introduced Mr. Johnathan Beck, with Boy Scout Troop #86; 
he was accompanied by his mother. Mr. Beck is trying to receive his Community 
Citizenship Award as he works towards his Eagle Scout Badge. 

♦ Councilwoman Sanders announced that one of the local citizens from the Rembert area, 
Wayne Wright, was promoted to General (U. S. Air Force) on Monday, May 11, 2009. 
He is a former graduate of Hillcrest High School and a member of Mt. Pisgah Baptist 
Church. 

MONTHLY REPORTS: 
• Central South Carolina Alliance 
• National Police Day Of Prayer 
• Department Of Juvenile Justice 
• Department Of Social Services 
• Sumter County Legislative Delegation – H. B. Buck Limehouse, Jr. 
• U. S. Department Of Housing And Urban Development – HOME 
• Letter To Mr. Charles Broadwell 
• Letter To Mr. Deron McCormick 
• Letter To Ms. Jerleen HollomanMiller 
• Letter To Mr. James Richardson, Jr. 
• Letter To Congressman Clyburn 
• Letter To Mayor Joseph T. McElveen 
• Email from Mr. Tripp Ballard 
• Email from Dennis Turner 
• Mayewood Middle School Tour 
• Census Complete County Information. 
• Sumter Soccer Club 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
• The Administrator stated that in light of preparing for the budget, he would not give a 

report but would like to schedule another budget meeting for Tuesday, May 19, 2009, at 4:00 
p.m.  Council confirmed the date and time and the Clerk will send out the appropriate 
announcement for this meeting.
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• On Tuesday, May 19, 2009, at 10:00 a.m. the County will be selling the Bond Anticipation 
Notes. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Then Chairwoman McGhaney asked if anyone wished to speak to Council during public 
comment. The following person spoke to Council. 

♦ Mr. Russell Patterson spoke to Council concerning the crime in his community.  He stated 
that he lives at 1012 East Sherwood Drive.  He stated that in the last two years the 
community has experienced at least 10 breakins, there is no code enforcement, and out of 
control teenagers are being aggressive to anyone who travels the streets either in or car or 
not.  The youngsters are openly drinking, smoking, and using the vacant homes to have sex. 
He also stated that a drive by shooting took place in the community. Plus 18wheelers are 
being parked in the community.  (Council asked Mr. Patterson to talk to the Administrator 
who will followup on this matter.) He ended his comments by stating that he would rather 
be judged by 12 than carried by six. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business and no additional comments from the public, the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:58 p.m. after a motion, a second, and unanimously carried by Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________________ __________________________ 
Chairman or Vice Chairman Clerk to County Council 
Sumter County Council Sumter County Council 

Approved___May 26, 2009 

Vivian Fleming McGhaney Mary W. Blanding
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I certify that public and media notification of the abovementioned meeting was given prior 
thereto as follows: 

Public Notified: Yes 

Manner Notified: Agendas posted on bulletin board on third floor of the Administration 
Building. 

Date Posted: May 7, 2009 

Media Notified: Yes 

Manner Notified: Agendas were sent to most radio stations, television stations, and 
newspapers in the Sumter, Columbia, Manning, and Florence 
communities. Also, EMail notification was sent to Sumter County’s 
Home Page, WIBZ, The Item, The Chamber, and Time Warner Cable. 

Date Notified: May 7, 2009 

Respectfully submitted, 

_____________________________ 
Mary W. Blanding 
Mary W. Blanding


