
Minutes 
Sumter County Council 

Budget Meeting 
June 15, 2010 ­ Held at 5:00 p.m. 

County Administration Building County Council Chambers 
13 E. Canal Street, Sumter, SC 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
1. Chairman Vivian Fleming McGhaney, Council District #5 
2. Vice Chairman Eugene Baten, Council District #7 
3. Councilman Artie Baker, Council District #2 
4. Councilman Larry Blanding, Council District #6 
5. Councilman Jimmy Byrd, Council District #3 
6. Councilman Charles T. Edens, Council District #4 

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: 
• Naomi D. Sanders 

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 
The Honorable Carolina Richardson, Treasurer Mary W. Blanding, Clerk To County Council 
Johnathan Bryan, County Attorney Gary Mixon, Deputy Administrator 
Lorraine Dennis, Deputy Administrator/HR Keysa Rogers, Budget Analyst 
Pam Craven, Finance Director Peter Wilson, County Engineer 

MEDIA PRESENT: 
The Item Newspaper Reporter 

THE PUBLIC PRESENT: 
Approximately five members of the public were in attendance. 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairwoman Vivian Fleming McGhaney called Sumter County Council’s 
special meeting of June 15, 2010, to order. 

INVOCATION: Vivian Fleming McGhaney gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE: All in attendance repeated the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
American Flag. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Chairwoman McGhaney stated that she would entertain a motion 
to approve the agenda. 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Blanding, seconded by Councilman 
Byrd, and unanimously carried by Council to approve the agenda as presented. 

ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED:– 

(1) 10­711 – Second Reading – An Ordinance Establishing The Sumter County Stormwater 
Utility And The Services And Charges Relating Thereto. (Public Hearing Will Be Held 
On June 22, 2010.)
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The County Attorney, Mr. Johnathan Bryan, stated that each member of Council was 
given a revised ordinance as listed below. (See Below) 

It was also stated by Mr. Bryan that the Finance Director asked for Council to revise 
Section 14­111 (5) … As said revenues shall be used solely for stormwater purposes, the 
county shall publicly disclose and publish all stormwater related revenue allocations 
expenditures annually in the audited Annual Financial Report. 

Section 14­114 (7) Definition of Commercial properties – the word churches was added 
since first reading. 

The Chairwoman asked for the attorney to create a different section for churches even 
though they have stomwater runoff, they should not be in the category of Commercial 
Business. 

It was agreed that Churches would be placed in a section called “non­profit” or “other” 
with the same description as “commercial properties” as it relates to this ordinance. It was 
also suggested that the same fee rate would be used for Church as is used for Commercial 
Entities.   Churches and government buildings will be listed in the “Other” section. 

After comments from the Attorney, the County Treasurer, the Honorable Carolina B. 
Richardson, informed Council that during a meeting of the RAAT Committee (Register Of 
Deeds, Auditor, Assessor, Treasurer and Finance) it was discussed that Sumter County 
will implement a Stormwater Utilities Fee Ordinance and the requirements for the fee will 
appear on the tax notice.  Since this fee will have a “penalty” affixed to for not paying the 
fee by the due date, the RAAT Committee wanted clarification from Council as to what the 
fine will be if a person does not pay by the due date. 

The Council members asked what would be the projected collection expense for this fee. 
The Treasurer stated that this fee will be treated just like the Solid Waste Fee and the 
Technology Fee.  Mrs. Richardson explained that the late fees are affixed to the taxes not to 
the fee collection.  She reminded Council that there are some “fee­only­bills” which are 
people who are exempted from taxes but not exempted from fees. Penalties that are 
affixed to the tax notices are set by State Statues. 

Mrs. Richardson stated that the RAAT Committee is not opposed to either way Council 
wants to handle the penalties for non­collection of the Stormwater Utilities Fees; however, 
the Information Technology Department needs to know what the penalty will be so that 
they can program the computer to compute the fee if the tax bill or the fee­only­bills are 
not paid on time. 

Currently, there is a 3%, 5%, and 7% penalty for tax notices but not for fee­only­bills. A 
notice is sent to citizens that do not pay their fee­only­bills. 

After discussions on this matter, Council took action on the penalties for payment of 
Stormwater Utilities Fees.
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ACTION:  It was the consensus of Sumter County Council members to take out of 
Ordinance #10­711 any reference to late fees and penalties. 

Mr. Bryan reminded Council that the Chairwoman asked that the first section be 
changed to reflect that this ordinance is a mandate from the Federal Government. A 
copy of the proposed introductory statement (preamble) was given to each Council 
member. He asked Council members so give any See statement below. 

The Federal Clean Water Act, Section 402 et. Seq. establishes the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).  Subsection 402 (p)(6) 
authorizes the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency to issue 
regulation which designate stormwater discharges to be regulated to protect 
water quality and to establish a comprehensive program to regulate such 
designated sources.  The program shall, at a minimum, (A) establish priorities, 
(B) establish requirements for State stormwater management programs, and (C) 
establish expeditious deadlines.  Subsection 402 (b) allows states to administer 
their own permit program. 

The State of South Carolina has been granted a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination (NPDES). 

Sumter County discharges stormwater into the Atlantic Ocean and to all 
receiving waters in the State of South Carolina from the municipal separates 
storm water system located in Sumter County, South Carolina. 

Sumter County is a regulated Small Municipal Separates Storm Sewer System as 
published in Appendix A of the South Carolina NPDES General Permit. 

Chairwoman McGhaney stated that in paragraph three of the preamble, it states that 
“Sumter County discharges stormwater into the Atlantic Ocean…” which makes it 
sound like Sumter County is right there on the coast.  She suggested that the language 
be changed to “Sumter County discharges to subsidiaries which flow into the Atlantic 
Ocean…,” or some phrase on that order. 

After all comments, Council took action on second reading on this ordinance which 
includes the revision of Sec. 14­111(2) removing the words late fees and penalties and 
changes to the preamble to the ordinance. 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Vice Chairman Baten, seconded by Councilman 
Blanding, and carried by Council to grant second reading.  Councilman Byrd voted 
nay. 

(2) Discussion And Possible Action Concerning Fiscal Year 2010­2011 Budget. 

The Finance Director, Mrs. Pamela Craven, presented Council with an update on the 
budget.  She stated that since second reading on June 8, 2010, there have been no 
changes to the budget.  The expenditures and revenue remain at $39,131,924.  It is also
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being recommended that the County use $408,612 of authorized reserve to balance the 
budget; thereby, leaving approximately $60,000 of reserve funds that can still be used. 

Councilman Edens stated that members of Council have been in discussions at different 
times with the City and the Liaison Committee about the C 

ACTION: MOTION was made by Councilman Edens, seconded by Councilman 
Byrd, recommending that Sumter County allot $150,000 of the County’s Road User 
Fee for use by the City Of Sumter for roads located in the City and to insure that 
the City and County Public Works Directors review and approve which roads are 
to be improved prior to a contract being granted for use of said funds. 

NOTE:  The County Attorney, along with the Administrator and other staff 
members will discuss the particulars of how the process and procedure will be 
handled to ensure that this process is carried out.  However, the funds will remain 
with the County until such time that proper documentation for the expense of road 
work has been completed and payment needs to be rendered. 

Also, it is the hope of Sumter County Council that the City of Sumter will 
reciprocate this gesture by allowing $150,000 from its Accommodation 
Tax/Hospitality Tax Funds to be used by the County for operational expenses at 
Patriot Park. 

Councilman Edens said that even though Sumter County Council has taken action on this 
recommendation, this action is not final until the budget is granted third reading. Chairwoman 
McGhaney stated that this in one of the items that the City County Liaison Committee has 
tried to work together on during the past two or three years.  She thanked Council for 
unanimously approving this recommendation. 

Councilman Edens said that the intent of this recommendation is to allow a portion of the 
Road User Fee to be allocated to the City of Sumter each year.  However, for this year, it is 
a one­time appropriation, and then it will be reviewed during the County’s budget process 
for fiscal year 2011­2012 in hopes of making it a continuous practice. 

Vice Chairman Baten stated that he is glad that Sumter County Council has extended the 
Olive Branch and that the City can grab it; then the Olive Branch can be extended on other 
matters. 

(3) Additional Item(s): None 

(4) It May Be Necessary To Hold An Executive Session And May Be Necessary To Take 
Action Thereafter For One Or All Of The Following (Contractual Matter, Legal Briefing, 
Economic Development Matter, and/or Employment Matter). 

(5) Additional Item: No additional items were added. 

ADJOURNMENT:



Minutes­Budget Workshop of Sumter County Council 
June 15, 2010 
Page 5 

There being no further business during this meeting; there was a motion and second to adjourn 
the meeting at approximately 6:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

______________________________________ __________________________ 
Chairman or Vice Chairman Clerk to County Council 
Sumter County Council Sumter County Council 

Approved: June 22, 2010 
*************************************************************************** 
I certify that public and media notification of the above­mentioned meeting was given prior 
thereto as follows: 

Public Notified: Yes 

Manner Notified: Agendas posted on bulletin board on third floor of the Administration 
Building. 

Date Posted: June 10, 2010 

Media Notified: Yes 

Manner Notified: An Agenda was sent to The Item. 

Date Notified: June 11, 2010 

Respectfully submitted, 

_____________________________ 
Mary W. Blanding 

Vivian Fleming McGhaney Mary W. Blanding 

Mary W. Blanding


